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The staff of No Excuses is proud of our program and our students.  We will 

continue to explore new ways to improve and enhance the quality and 

effectiveness of the program.  The academic and social success of our students is 

our main priority.  We also seek to foster a sense of community and connection 

with parents and child in order that they will always feel welcome. 

It is our hope that this booklet fosters public awareness and understanding of our 

commitment and dedication towards this goal. 

 

Those of us in No Excuses program feel that both school attendance and academics 

are the most important components for successfully attaining a high school 

diploma.  We also feel that it is important that our students acquire certain social 

and personal skills such as responsibility, self-discipline, and a healthy work ethic.  

Therefore, we have designed our guidelines around these concepts.  The following 

is a summary of those guidelines: 

 

Student Attendance 
All students are required to maintain a 90% attendance rate.  Students must contact 

Mr. Branson by 7:00 a.m. when a day of school will be missed.  The absence will 

be excused or unexcused at the discretion of the No Excuses staff.  It is the 

responsibility of the student to contact Mr. Branson.  Calls from parents or 

guardians will not be accepted.  Failure to comply with this responsibility results in 

detentions for the student.  Successful achievement of this policy entitles the 

students to a half elective credit per semester. 

 

A = 97 – 100% 

B = 94 – 96% 

C = 93% 

D = 90 – 92% 

F = 89% and below 

 
Because we strongly emphasize attendance; our students are not allowed to leave 

any class unless they take a permission note to that teacher before the class has 

begun.  This note can only be from one of the No Excuses staff.  We also do not 

allow the students out of class in order to go to the nurse unless permission is 

received by one of the No Excuses staff. 

 

 

 



Tardy / Unexcused Absence Policy 

 
A student is allowed a total of eleven tardies per semester, but not more than four 

tardies per class.  Tardies over this amount will result in detentions.  Tardies 

accumulated in first and seventh hours are worth double detentions.  Likewise, all 

unverified absences throughout the school day will also result in detentions. 

Absences and tardies are assessed on a monthly basis and detentions are assigned 

at that time.  Monday and Friday absences are worth two detentions per hour, 

Tuesday through Thursday count as one detention per hour. 

 

All detentions will be served in the semester they were acquired.  Failure by the 

student to meet this responsibility results in an incomplete grade for all No Excuses 

classes in which they are enrolled.  Students receive their credit after the 

completion of assigned detentions. 

 

It is the policy of the No Excuses program to administrate all discipline issues.  

Therefore, detentions are held within the program classrooms from 3:25 p.m. to 

4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.  Students who continue to acquire excessive 

detentions may be placed in Saturday School, which is held from 8:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m. at the high school. 

 

Academic Policy 
 

Students with missing assignments and/or low-test scores will be placed in our 

program’s Zero Hour. Students will attend from 3:25 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  Zero 

Hour is Monday through Thursday every week.  Once assigned to Zero Hour 

students attend a minimum of five weeks.  Verification of completed homework is 

required in order to be released.  Students may also be placed in Zero Hour for 

receiving D’s and F’s at each grade reporting period.  For each D a student earns a 

day of Zero Hour per week will be given while each F is two days each week.  

Students may earn their way in or out of Zero Hour every 4 ½ weeks.   

 

Junior and senior students who need retrieval courses will be allowed to do so on 

our PLATO computer program.  The district purchased the PLATO system for the 

express purpose of retrieving credits in core curriculum classes.  Supplemental 

written assignments are required in addition to the computer program in order to 

receive credit.  The letter grade earned is a reflection of the quality of written work 

and mastery of material presented within the computer program.  This mastery is 

assessed according to the total attempts needed to succeed on tests. 

 

Independent study courses are also offered for curriculum not covered on PLATO.  

It is the sole responsibility of the student to complete required work within a 

specified time period. 



The minimum requirements for a diploma from Washington High School are: 3 

credits of Lang. Arts, 3 credits of Social Studies, 2 credits of Science, 1 credit of 

Practical Art, and 1.5 credits of Health.  There are 14 required credits and 10 

electives for a total of 24 credits. 

 

Students who are college bound are counseled to follow the college preparatory 

curriculum, which involves more credits in the core classes of literature, math, 

science, and foreign language. 

 

Zero Hour / Detentions 

 
1. Begin at 3:25 sharp! (Tardies can lead to detentions or Saturday School) 

2. Students must bring school related work – preferably courses they are 

failing. 

3. You must come prepared to work the full time! 

4. Cutting Zero Hour or detention will result in Saturday School. 

5. You must always check in and sign in. 

6. NO Talking! 

 

Social Development 
Interaction between staff and student on a daily basis results in numerous lessons 

in responsibility and character development.  It would be difficult to explain the 

scope of interaction in the confines of our booklet; consequently we would like to 

enumerate a few of the major points. 

1. Student appearance should not disrupt the teaching / learning process.  

Although this sounds simple, current trends in fashion for young people 

can lead to confusion as to what is acceptable in a school setting.  We try 

to guide our students toward the concept of appropriate attire for the 

venue. 

2. Many of our students consider smoking a personal decision.  Once again, 

we guide our students to understand that public school is not the 

appropriate place for this behavior and that consequences occur when 

you ignore this fact.  We also try to stress the dangerous health risks that 

accompany this choice. 

3. Swearing is an ongoing problem for a large segment of the teen 

population.  We encourage our students to eliminate this type of language 

from their vocabulary.  This creates a positive reflection on the student. 

4. On a personal level we seek to help our students understand that they 

make choices everyday whether they are conscious of them or not.  The 

choices they have made in the past are reflected in where they are today.  

The future will reflect the choices they make today.  We encourage our 

students to be aware and think about their choices. 



5. Student achievement is enhanced by participation in extracurricular 

activities.  We strongly encourage our students to join one of the many 

available clubs or sports teams offered at WHS.  We also provide many 

community service projects throughout the school year for our students to 

fulfill A+ requirements. 

 

Probationary Period 
 

Prior to entering the No Excuses Program, students are given our manual to read.  

Later a meeting will take place between staff, student, parents and/or guardians.  A 

written contract is signed by the student and parents agreeing to adhere to the 

guidelines outlined in the manual.  An important part of this agreement states that 

both parent and student understand that failure to comply with attendance, 

academic, or behavioral standards may result in the student being placed on 

probation.  When a student is placed on probation; the parent, student, Mr. 

Branson, and the high school administrator each sign an additional contract.  

Failure to meet the guidelines of this contract may result in either removal from the 

program or removal from school for the remainder of the semester.  When a 

student is suspended from school in excess of ten days; his or her right of due 

process remains intact.  In addition, any detentions that have not been served must 

be made up when the student returns.  Grades will be held until completion of 

detentions. 

 

Over the years we have found that without parent involvement the success of our 

students becomes questionable.  The triangle (student, parent, and No Excuses 

staff) is imperative.  Therefore, parent participation is a major component of the 

original contract.  We expect a parent/guardian to attend at least three of the four 

meetings that are scheduled each school year.  Student may also be placed on 

probation for lack of parent participation. 

 

Mr. Branson’s P.E. Policy 
 

Here is the policy for no dresses and no participation: 

 

No Dress Out 

1 No Dress = 2 Detentions 

2 No Dress = 4 Detentions 

3 No Dress = 6 Detentions 

And so on…. 

No Participation 

1 No Dress = 2 Detentions 

2 No Dress = 4 Detentions 

3 No Dress = 6 Detentions 

And so on…. 



Conditions for Dismissal 
Students may be dismissed from the No Excuses Program / High School for 

continuous display of non-commitment to our program through any of the 

following examples; 

1. Excessive unacceptable attendance habits – including tardies. 

2. Not progressing academically. 

3. Excessive and continuous incomplete assignments. 

4. Continuous disruptive behavior in the classroom as well as in 

unstructured time. 

5. Excessive negative attitudes toward program, staff, or other students. 

6. Lack of commitment by parents to help child be responsible and 

successful. 

7. Excessive disregard of No Excuses rules. 

 

*** This list is not a complete list (this means these are not the ONLY things that 

can cause a dismissal.) 

 

 


